City gets green light

to buyIF gOlfCOlll‘se

Management district wants city to turn clubhouse
into community center/neighborhood hub

By Greg Densmore
Editor

, glectedAntbine/DeSoto/I{ol—
lyview neighborhoods in
northwest Houston. ‘

aybe “giddy” isn’t
the correct word
to describe how
Wayne Norden felt when

he learned the Houston City
Council had given the green

light for the city’’s purchase of

the 227-acre Inwood Forest

Golf Course. .
But after hoping and plan-
ning for that very outcome,
you couldn’t blame Norden
for feeling a bit giddy. After
all, the council’s go-ahead for
the city to buy the golf course
and clubhouse property for
$9.25 million is a major step
in revitalizing the long-ne-

_the NNMD'’s Bu

Norden, President/CEOQ of
the Near Northwest Manage-
ment District and longtime
Inwood Forest resident,

| the news of the
decision at last
week’s quarterly meeting of
ss Net-
work Breakfast held at Cafe
Red Onion. '

*We are very excited that
the City of Houston approved
the purchase of the property
for use as green space,” Nor-
dentoldthe group of business
owners in attendance. “It
opens up an entire new op-
portunity for park space and

flood detentioﬁ.”

According to Norden, the

city will close on the property
— “they’ll sign on the dotted
line” — March 25.

Andy Icken, the city’s

chief development officer,
has said Harris County Flood
Control District is looking at
nine different plans for water
detention/features regarding
the property. HCFCD esti-
mates it will be able to get
about 1,000 acre feet of water
detention, Icken said the land
acquisition will also help the

city meet therequirements of

the Clean Water Act. -
Accordingtothe HCFCD’s

- Mike Talbott, excavation for

the water detention would be

 Icken,

not extend over to the areas
where cart paths or trees ate

located. .
Because there is not a lot

_ offunding available from the

city for maintenance issuqs,
TIcken said city officials will

~ “We want ;
- erly manager,” said Dorothy

be the prop-

Miller, NNWD board chair-

th

man. “We want to keep it
e property) strictly recre-

ational, with a co

_center(the former clubhouse)
as the focal point.”

mmunity

__In addition, the Houston
Parks Board has expressed
interest in extending bike

 trails through this area and
_have \Vbe‘en; Spég

king with
. Norden ab i

idea.

“The city will "Iay over

The Gity of Houston and the Harris County
Flood Control District plan to utilize the

y
we want and we
it and get am
‘they’re need

d.”

 the course where they need
detention,” sai

pastoral setting of the Inwoo Forest golf

G

as the site for water detention.




NNWD §wants
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Norden cautioned that while this is an imp ﬁant step in
the revitalization of the Antoine Corridor progress. w111
probably be slow.

“Addmg 227 acrestothe park budgetisnota little thlng,” he
said, “so implementation will be gradual, as money becomes
available. We'll work with the city and start slowly.”

NNWD’s plan is to focus first on turning the 8.8-acre
clubhouse site into a world-class community center that is
accessible to all, and then gradually bulld out from there,
said Norden.

Norden, Miller and other NNMD representatlves foresee

the commumty center as a neighborhood hub, hosting wed-
dings and annlversanes club meetings and other nnportant
events.

_ “We’re excited about the whole concept and envision a

community center driven by lots and lots of actmty,” said

Norden.
The city’s purchase of the Inwood Forest golf course fol-
lows in the wake of several other eye-catching events that

_have residents of northwest Houston feeling better aboutp

the future of their community. The most nnportant
visible — steps taken by the city: demolishin ~
light Trails Condomin .

two neighborhood eye

criminal behavior. |

‘Two more run-down complexes the Oakbrook Apart-
ments and Candlewood Glen Condom iums, are next on
the chopping block. '

“We’re here to put the slum lords on notice,” said Dlstnct ,
A Councilmember Brenda Stardig. “Bhght 1n northwest

Houston is going away.”

Nordensaid one of the nextmovesis to attracthl gh
retail to relocate to the area.

“It is imperative that we attract hlgher-le
commercial businesses,” he said. “We have to put
umform1ty back into what we look like. We need to brand
ourselves.”

Norden said one of the most important goals
the mmdset of northwest Houston residents

“We’re trying to plant a vision of total change We’ re

to build a foundation on which to build from.”

No matter what plans are being made regarding the coun—;

try club property, nothing concrete will be proposed untﬂ
two studies on the Antoine Corridor
a Livable Centers Study being conc

Galveston Area Council; the otherisastudy bemg conducted

‘ by the Urban Land Institute.

 The Livable Centers Study is looking at ex1st1ng forms of'
transportation, support infrastructure, current andpotenualf

) turn clubhouse into first-class community center

use of land for business and residential or greenspace. This

study will also develop concepts, an 1mp1ementatlon plan

and potential funding opportumtxes

_ The Livable Centers Study is focusmg on the Antoine
Corridor area from Pinemont to West Gulf Bank T C. Jester
to Bingle/North Houston Rosslyn .

By centering on this section, “we will be lookmg atami-
crocosm of the total 16 square miles that comprise the Near
Northwest Management DlStrlCt  explained Norden

p e, work and play, e said.
“Our proposal is to consider the development of a Town

help us build a dlstmctwe commumty Thls stud
to change our commumty, and this will be our chance to tell
us what you want to see in the Antoine Corridor.”




